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Goverment Of India Jal Jeevan Mission

PRESS RELEASE

February 23, 2022

Event: Inaugural Session -

National Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH) Conclave 2022
Date: Wednesday, 23 February 2022

Time: 3:45 p.m. -5:00 p.m.

National Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Conclave - 2022

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) are on priority in the development agenda of the
Government of India. Flagship programmes such as Jal Jeevan Mission, Swachh Bharat Mission-
G and Covid-19 preventive measures largely focus on WASH. The National Institute of Rural
Development and Panchayati Raj (NIRDPR) and UNICEF, in collaboration with the Ministry of
Panchayati Raj, the Ministry of Jal Sakthi, is organizing this National Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
(WASH) Conclave 2022. This is a three-day virtual conclave, 23-25 February 2022, in which
development partners from across the country gathering online for knowledge exchange and
action on WASH-related issues.

Today 23 February, 2022, Shri M Venkaiah Naidu, Honourable Vice President of India
inaugurated this virtual conclave. Speaking on the occasion, he said Water and Sanitation is a
significant sector because any progress we make in this one sector has an impending possibility of reflecting
in many of the development indicators positively such as good health and well-being etc. The culture of
washing hands and legs first thing after reaching home and before every meal had been gradually fading.
The covid-19 pandemic brought ‘handwashing and hygiene’ on the top of the preventive health care agenda.
We want the covid pandemic curve to flatten. But the hygienic practices such as handwashing with soap at
critical times, should stick to us.

The Honourable Union Minister of Jal Sakthi Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat said: In the last 2 and
half years despite the covid-19 pandemic 5.81 crore households have been given Functional House Tap
Connection. Today more than 9 crore households have the provision of tap water supply. Six states have
already achieved 100% coverage, one of which is Telangana. There are 100 districts, 1141 blocks, 1.38 lakh
villages that have been covered so far. He added that we are working with the vision of the Honourable
Prime Minister on ease of living, and Leave no one Behind.

Speaking on this occasion, Ms Gillion Mellsop, UNICEF India country Representative said: The twin goals
to guarantee access to safe water for 1.3 billion Indians, and to build the mammoth infrastructure of safe
sanitation for all — these are not just schemes. They are incubators which will unleash well-being for
children, empowerment for women and mothers, and social and economic freedoms for the most vulnerable.
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Dr G Narendra kumar IAS Director General NIRDPR, Hyderabad said: The NIRDPR is taking this
initiative to bring relevant ministries of the government and the Non-governmental WASH sector players
with a view to carrying forward the twin missions of Swachh Bharat, and Har Ghar Jal. This is going national
level. The UNICEF is with us in taking this conclave agenda forward. As an outcome of this conclave we
shall outcome with ‘call for action’, which we hope the State and non-state players together shall take on,
with a view to accelerating the provision of WASH facilities to every rural household. For this to happen
there is a need for change management at grassroots level. There is a massive need for capacity building.

Experts from the government including Secretaries, Additional Secretaries, and Joint Secretaries
from the Ministry of Jal Sakthi and Ministry of Panchayati Raj are participating. From the States,
Principal Secretaries of Rural Water Supply Department and from the Department of Rural
Development & Panchayati Raj participate. Development partners including UNICEF, WaterAid,
and other institutions working in the WASH sector participate.

Please register and join via the link: http://nationalwashconclave2022.com

Agenda: Water, Hygiene & Sanitation (WASH) Conclave

Dignitaries

For more information, please contact:

Shri K C Behera, Public Relations Officer, NIRDPR
Tel: +91 09848521043; Email: kcbehera.nird@gov.in
Dr R RAMESH, Programme Coordinator, NIRDPR

Mob; - 8465888003
Prosun Sen, Communication, Advocacy & Partnership Specialist, UNICEF

Tel: +91 9502655533; Email: psen@unicef.org

)
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Dr Srinivas Vooradi

Pragathi Express Bureau
: Hyderabad, Feb 23: "Wa-
ter and Sanitation is a sig-
nificant sector because any
progress we make in this
one sector has an impend-
ing possibility of reflecting
in many of the development
indicators positively such as
good health and well being.~
said Vice President of India
M Venkaiah Naidu. Inaugu-
rating the three-day virtual
conclave on ‘National Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene' or-
ganized by the National In-
stitute of Rural Development
and Panchayat Raj (NIRDPR)
and UNICET in collabara-
tion with the Ministry of
Panchavat Raj, Ministry of
Jal Shakti on Wednesday,
the Vice President remarked,
“The culture of washing
hands and legs first thing
after reaching home and
before every meal has been
gradually fading. The CO-
VID-19 pandemic brought
‘hand washing and hygiene'

600D HEALTH AND WELL BEING ARE DEVELOPMENT

on the top of the preventive
healthcare agenda. We want
the COVID pandemic curve
to flatten. But hyglenic prac-
tices such as hand washing
with soap at critical times,
should stick to ws."Union
Minister of Jal Sakthi Ga-
jendra Singh Shekhawat
sald, “In the last two and a
half years despite the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, 5.81 crore
households have been given
Functional House Tap Con-

nection. Today more than 9
crore households have the
provision of tap water sup-
ply. Six States have already
achieved |00% coverage, one
of which is Telangana. There
are 100 districts, 1141 blocks,
1.38 lakh wvillages that have
been covered so far,” and
added that the Government
of India had been working
with the vision of the Prime
Minister on ease of living,
and ‘Leave no one Behind'.

Speaking on this occasion,
UNICEF India representa-
tive Gillion Mellsop said that
the twin goals to guarantee
access to safe water for 1.3
billion Indians, and to build
the mammoth infrastructure
of safe sanitation for all were
not just schemes.

“They are incubators which
will unleash well-being for
children, empowerment for
women and mothers, and so-
dal and economic freedoms
for the most vulnerable”
she added Direcltor General
NIRDPR Dr G Narendra ku-
mar said that the NIRDPR
was taking this initiative tw
bring relevant ministries of
the government and the non-
governmental WASH sector
players with a view to carrying
forward the mwin missions of
Swachh Bharat and Har Ghar
Jal. “The UNICEF is with us in

taking this conclave agenda

forward. As an outcome of this
conclave we shall outcome
with ‘call for action’, which we
hope the State and non-state
players together shall take on,
with a view to accelerating the
provision of WASH facilities to
every rural household. For this
to happen there is a need for
change management at grass-
roots level. There is a massive
need for capacity building,”
he added Experts from the
government including Secre-
taries, Additional Secretaries,
and Joimt Secretaries from
the Ministry of Jal Sakthi and
Ministry af Panchayati Raj,
Principal Secretaries of Rural
Water Supply Department
and from the Department of
Rural Development and Pan-
chayatl Raj participate besides
development partners includ-
ing UNICEF, WaterAid, and
other insttons working in

the WASH sector participated.
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Media Coverage of NIRDPR Programs

Print Coverage TV Coverage
SI No Date Centre Event Title (News Paper Namme, Title and (Channel Name, Title
Link) and Link)
National Institute https://www.etvbharat.com/telugu/telanga

na/live-streaming/national-water-sanitation-
and-hygiene-wash-conclave-
2022/ts20220223160251950

of Rural Event: Inaugural Session -
Development & |National Water, Sanitation &
Panchayati Raj Hygiene (WASH) Conclave 2022

1 23-02-2022|(NIRDPR) Centre |Date: Wednesday, 23 February ETv
for Rural 2022
Infrastructure
(CRI)

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/
telangana/2022/feb/24/venkaiah-naidu-for-
2 sustainable-wash-campaign-2423149.html|

https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/
health/dont-lower-guard-despite-flattening-
covid-curve-vice-president-m-venkaiah-
naidu/2443001/

https://www.uniindia.com/story/Venkaiah-
Naidu-inaugurates-WASH-conclave
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https://m.timesofindia.com/india/dont-
lower-guard-despite-flattening-covid-curve-

vice-president-
naidu/amp _articleshow/89779734.cms

https://theprint.in/india/vice-president-
underlines-importance-of-safe-drinking-
water-sanitation/844561/

https://www.republicworld.com/india-
news/general-news/dont-lower-guard-
despite-flattening-covid-curve-v-p-
naidu.html

https://youtu.be/EG0JaG6RKNA

Sansad TV

https://udaipurkiran.com/venkaiah-naidu-
inaugurates-wash-conclave/

10

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/t
elangana/water-is-life-we-must-protect-it-
vice-president/article65077662.ece

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PR
ID=1800559

11

https://www.theweek.in/wire-
updates/national/2022/02/23/mes10-tl-vp-
wash-conclave.html

https://www.globalgovernancenews.com/vic
e-president-naidu-inaugurates-national-washj

conclave-2022/
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https://www.sangritimes.com/topic/-
sanitation-and-hygiene-%28wash%29-
conclave-2022

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/india
/dont-lower-guard-against-covid-19-practice-
washing-hands-frequently-says-vice-
president-8155841.html/amp
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